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Abstract 
 
Calves form the future dairy herd. For maintaining efficiency of production it is necessary 
to replace about 20 to 25 percent cows with freshly calved heifer calved heifer- cows. 
Heifers raised ones their dairy farms the most reliable replacements. Further, the sales of 
heifers form a major component of income for farmer in the dairy business. It is clear that 
first essential of good calf husbandry is to keep the dairy calf alive and healthy. Many 
combinations of feeding, housing and management can be successful. Yet, this is one of 
the most uncared for aspect in many farms as is reflected by mortality rates of 40 to 42 
percent among calves many farms. The problem is more acute in the case of buffalo 
calves. Although the importance of losses due to calf mortality, stunted growth and 
unthriftiness have not been assessed, it can only be assumed to be enormous in the light 
available evidence. 
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PERI- Partum Care of Calf 
Feeding and Management of the Cow during Pregnancy 
 

are of the calf started in the uterus of the cow where it is a foetus. In the first 6 
months of pregnancy, the additional nutrients need of the cow due foetal growth is 
insignificant. But, during, the last 2 -3 months of gestation the foetus grows rapidly 

for which it draws a significant quantity of nutrient from the mother’ system. It has to be 
replenishing by additional feeding to the cow. 

Unfortunately, feeding of the cow during pregnancy period is often uncared 
management because generally at this stage cow is dry. Good quality of roughages and 
concentrates are too fed to milch cows whereas, for dry cows in advanced gestation get 
only straw and inferior fodder. This shall have adverse effect on the development of the 
foetus. A cow should be fed well- balanced ration during pregnancy period time for: 

 
(i) Maintenance of the cow 
(ii) Growth of the foetus 
(iii) Production of Colostrum with high nutritive value which in turn will influence the 

growth of the cow 
(iv) Sufficient reserves of nutrients in body of the cow for the ensuring lactation 

 
Care of Calf and Cow at Birth 

A few days before the expected date of calving, cow should be transferred into the 
calving pens. Full amount of drinking water, laxative feed and generous supply of bedding 
may be provided. The calving pen should be scrupulously cleaned and sterilized before 
bringing in the cow. Daily fresh bedding may be provided. 
 
Calving Pen 

Individual loose boxes or stalls are used for calving. Such pens will have the 
following advantages. 

 
(i) Pregnant cow get better protection. They will not be disturbed by other cow. 
(ii) Special watch and attention can be given 
(iii) These pens can be disinfected thereby preventing chances of infection gaining 

entry at the time of calving. Chances of contamination of the general barn by 
infected cows and healthy cow contracting disease of the genital tract are 
minimised. 

(iv) Special arrangement can be made for preventing injuries to the newborn calf and 
mother. 
 
Pregnant cows may be transferred in calving pens pen 1 to 2 weeks before the 

expected calving date. The number of calving pens required on a farm depends on the 
breedable cows and heifers. 
 
 
 

C 
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Signs of Approaching Parturition 
Knowledge of signs of approaching calving is beneficial to the farmer to plan his 

operations and put the animal in the calving pen. A cow which will calve soon will show the 
following signs. 

 
(i) Loss of appetite, distress and withdrawal from the environment. 
(ii) Distention of teat and udder. 
(iii) Relaxation of pelvic ligament. 
(iv) The vulva becomes enlarged and flabby 
(v) The labour pains will give distress. The animal will be restless and will pace about 

often trying to kick or scratch the flank region. 
 
Parturition is Divided into 3 Steps 
 
I. the preparatory stage consisting of contractions of the uterine walls and dilation of 

the cervical canal 
II. Active expulsive effort by the uterine walls and abdominal muscles driving the 

foetus out the birth canal. 
III. Expulsion of the foetal membranes. Actual duration of time has not been 

accurately determined and the estimates by different author vary. 
 

A period of 12 hours may pass after the commencement of first until the calf is 
dropped. If some changes they are found in the morning time, if she has not calved by 
mid afternoon the cow may be examined. Whereas, if the restlessness first occurs in the 
cow out to have calved by next morning. Watch for expulsion of after- birth (Placenta). 
The cow should not be eating the placenta as it will cause indigestion. 
 
Care and Management of Calf after Birth 

Rearing of calf should be taken up on scientific lines and economically achieved. 
 
System of the Calf Rearing 
There are mainly two following systems for rearing of the calf. 

1. Sucking 
2. Weaning 
 

Suckling 
In this method, the calf is allowed to stay with its mother and allowed to suckle 

only a little before and after of milking the cow. The calf gets whole milk throughout 
lactation. 
 

Advantages 
 

(i)  This is natural system of feeding. 
(ii)  The calf gets contamination free milk. 
(iii)  No much care is required to take during feeding. 
(iv)  The mother-calf affection developed. 
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Disadvantages 
 

(i) If calf dies, the cow refuses to let the milk. 
(ii)  It cannot be ascertained about over feed or under feeding of the calf. 
(iii)  If milk is infected the infection may be to calf. 
 
Weaning 

In this system, the calf is taken away from its mother either just after the birth or 
after 2-3 days of birth, sometimes it is allowed till the period of colostrums feeding. After 

that, the calf rearing is entirely by isolation system. The immediate step, after weaning of 
the calf is to teach it to drink milk is very important. 
 

Advantage 
 

(i) Cow continues to give milk whether calf is alive or not. 
(ii) The calf can be culled at an early stage. 
(iii) It can be fed scientifically as per requirements no problem of under feeding and 

over feeding. 
(iv) The actual amount of milk produced by cow can be determined. 
 
Disadvantages 
 

(i) Weaning is a problematic in Bos Indicus and buffaloes due to strong maternal 
instinct. 

(ii) 0 day weaning can cause reduced milk yield in such animals, and also cause early 
drying and temperamental problems. 

 

Feeding of the Calf 
Feeding of colostrums 

The next important step to followed that  the Colostrum is feeding to the calf  
within 2 hours  after calving, and should be rate- 1/10th of their body weight followed by  
buffalo calves at the rate -1/15th of body weight.  Colostrum, which is containing low fat, 
high protein, vitamins and minerals, forms a balanced feed for new-born calves. It helps to 
protect the calf against various diseases as which having antibodies. Colostrum also helps 
to reduce the material accumulated in the digestive tract before it was born. 
 

Calf Starters 
It is mixture of grain protein feeds, minerals, vitamins & antibiotics.  It has been 

evolved for use with limited whole milk. An ideal calf starter contains 20% DCP, & 70% 
TDN. 
 

Management of the calf 
Identification 
 

The best method of permanent identification is by tattooing the inside of the ear 
with indelible ink. Metal ear tags or button with letters and numbers may be inserted in the 
ear as a means of identification. 
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Dehorning 
Disbudding is carried out either by the use of hot iron, caustic sticks and electrical 

dehorning cone. Both the buds are destroyed at the early age (within 3 to 10 days). 
 
Deworming 

It should be done first 8 to 10 days the after every after 1 month age. 
 
Vaccination 

It is done for protect the calf against to BQ, FMD, and HS the disease. Vaccination 
should be done at the age of 3 Months. 
 
Removal of the Extra Teat 

If extra teats are found on female udder should be trimmed at the of 1 to 2 
months. 
 
Castration 

Removal the testis of male by burdizzo castrator, it should be done when age of 
male calf 8 to 10 months old. 
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